posia) by E. Frei III (Advances in Cancer Chemotherapy) and N. Brock (Experimental Basis of Cancer Chemotherapy) make interesting reading for the general reader. The remaining 43 contributions concern many specific aspects of both experimental and clinical cancer chemotherapy, in a grouping which is difficult to appreciate, due to the lack of subtitles. Vol. 8 (free papers) continues with a further 95 titles on a wide variety of topics, arranged in order of their appearance in the original programme. It is unfort;unate that the session titles were not used to subtitle the subject material in this volume.
The difficulties experienced by the reader in locating material of special interest are no less than those which must have been experienced by the editors in their decision to avoid indexing and subject grouping. The very broad spectrum of material might rule out a subject index, on a cost basis alone. The real value of this type of conference report is thus questionable, especially since the important material will be published in the usual scientific and medical periodicals, where a critical appraisal would require to be exercised. A single book, selecting only the main review lectures from the entire conference would have been more useful, and cheaper to both contributors and readers.
B Cadmium and nickel were considered in Vol. 2 and the data on the carcinogenic activity of these 2 metals is brought up to date. Most of the new information supports earlier observations. Both metals are carcinogenic to experimental animals when aministered by the subcutaneous route, and nickel has been shown to be carcinogenic also in inhalation studies. While epidemiological evidence indicates that nickel is carcinogenic to man, the evidence on cadmium is much less
